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HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

There are a lot of good folks in all the Clubs around the district and getting a

chance to meet some of them is really one of the perks that goes with this

job. I still have several clubs to visit and if I've not been to your's yet give

me a call (806-244-5543) and lets schedule a visit. I'll do my best to make

the meeting you select and look forward to getting together with some more

"good folks" and hard working Lions. Something we don't do much

anymore are club visits and I wish we could find the time to do those

again. Just pick a club near you, or not so near, and load up the car and

see how another Lions Club does things. I guarantee you'll have a good

time and may learn something you can use back in your club.

Thanks to the efforts of many of you, membership in the district is holding pretty steady. But

wouldn't it be great to see an increase across the district. If your club would show a net

increase, more new members than dropped members, we would stop a trend that has gone

on for several years. And you can do it, remember, NO one joins Lions unless they are

invited. When's the last time YOU invited someone to join your Lions Club. There are still

some community service minded people out there, but YOU have to find them and take them

to your meetings, there's no other way.

Lots of big doings coming up so mark your calendars. First will be the third cabinet meeting

in Canyon on Sat. Jan. 26 beginning at 9:00AM hosted by the Canyon Lions. We're planning

a couple of pretty interesting sessions, one on "How to Get New Members" by longtime

membership guru from Dumas Lions, Wayne Smith. And another from the Texas

Department of State Health Services with some suggestions on how Lions can help in the

event of a pandemic in the Panhandle. This should fit in with the Lions Alert Team effort to

find some ways to respond to emergency situations in the district.

Next date to mark is the District Convention in the "bacon, cheeseburger capital of Texas",

beautiful Dalhart. Chairman Jack King is planning a fun filled event for Friday and Saturday,

April 25 and 26. He assures me we'll be sampling some of the cheese at a wine and cheese

reception. Golf tournament, Queens Contest, voting, and some excellent meals are all being

planned. Check elsewhere on our website for registration forms and more information. If it's

not there, yet give us a day or two.

And finally, once every sixteen years, the State Convention comes to our District and this is

our year. May 15-16-17 in Amarillo at the Ambassador Hotel. Co-chairs Ray White and Jack

King have been working on this since March of 2006 and assure me that this will be a Lions

gathering for every Lion. It's an opportunity to "meet and greet" and have fun with lots of

good Lions from across the District and State. Again, registration forms and information is on

our website, click on calendar and scroll down to the event.
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I sincerely hope every club will give serious consideration to supporting the districts' effort to

purchase the marble sculpture (see below) for the Texas Lions Camp. This is a beautiful

piece of art that would enhance our Camp and be a lasting tribute to District 2-T1. It says,

this is a Lions Camp. The original price was $30,000, not including the base. Jack King

negotiated a price of $15,000 with the base. Take a good look at it and see if you don't

agree----this would be a great thing for the Camp.

There are some good times ahead for all and I hope to see you there. Thank you for your

service and for being a Lion.

DG Bob Langhorne
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FROM THE VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR
January 2008

Lion Katharyn and I hope that your holidays were wonderful

and safe and that you were surrounded by family and

friends! Let me begin by saying thank you for being Lions.

Lions do such wonderful things in their communities and the

world. It is time now to begin the New Year, 2008, and to

complete the last half of our Lions 2007-2008 Year. 2008 is

going to be great!

Lions have accomplished so many significant things during the first 90 years of the

organization. Lions now must look to the future and continue the mission of helping

our fellow man. Remember that no matter how large or small your club, your

contribution to our communities makes a difference.

Here is a brief rundown of the events where we need to concentrate our efforts

during the coming months:

First ïPlan to attend the Mid-Winter Conference on January 26th in Canyon.

District Governor Bob Langhorne has put together a great program for you. I hope

to see each of you there and continuing the work of Lionism. I challenge you to

bring a Lion, new or not, that has not been to a District Level meeting recently. Get

them excited about being a Lion!

Second - If you are looking for some fantastic training, mark your calendar for the

Eighth Annual Texas Forum that will be held in Austin on March 8th and 9th. The

registration form can be found on the district website.

Third - The District 2-T1 Convention scheduled in Dalhart for April 25th and 26th.

Dalhart is looking forward to hosting the area Lions and has an outstanding

convention planned.

Finally - The 2008 State Convention will be held in Amarillo May 15th through 17th.

This is going to be a fantastic time in Amarillo. You will not want to miss the

festivities. If you do miss out, you will have to wait until 2024 for the next time the

State Convention is scheduled to be held in District 2-T1. This will be a time for the

Top of Texas to shine. Join the fun and meet with other Lions from throughout

Texas. See the district website for more information.

Yours in Lionism,

VDG Steve Wiegand
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